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EXPLANATION OF LOCAL VOLUNTARY HOLIDAYS 
 

 
BACKGROUND and SUMMARY 
 
In researching whether this is being done elsewhere in Ontario and seeking comparables, this is the 
synopsis provided: 
  
This specific, comprehensive approach, dedicating separate, distinct local days or voluntary holidays to 
each of the three founding cultures (Indigenous, Francophone, and Anglophone) within a single 
municipal framework, is virtually unheard of in Ontario, except for one notable pioneer. 
  
While many Ontario municipalities recognize these cultures individually at different times of the year, 
the Town of Cochrane has uniquely operationalized this concept through its visionary "Shared Shores" 
framework. 
  
Outside of Cochrane, municipalities typically handle these communities in silos rather than a unified, 
balanced local declaration. Here is how the rest of the province handles these three groups, illustrating 
why a combined dedicated model is so rare. 
  
1.The Indigenous Community (National Truth and Reconciliation Day) 
 
Across Ontario, municipalities handle September 30th (the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation) in 
vastly different ways, highlighting the exact legal and financial gridlock discussed earlier: 
  
A bit of a split exists because Ontario has not declared September 30th a provincial statutory holiday, 
municipalities must choose their own path. Some cities (like Toronto and Ottawa) choose to close city 
operations and grant staff a paid day off, incurring significant corporate costs. 
  
Most municipalities default to standard proclamations, lower flags to half-mast, and host community 
reflections without declaring a local civic holiday. 
  
2. The Francophone Community (September 25th) 
 



 

 

As noted, while September 25th is a provincial day of significance, municipalities usually restrict their 
involvement to raising the Franco-Ontarian flag at Town Hall or reading a mayoral proclamation. A few 
heavily French-speaking towns will rename the August Civic Holiday, but they rarely tie it into a broader 
multi-cultural municipal holiday framework. 
  
3. The Anglophone Community 
 
This is where the standard municipal model completely drops off. Almost no municipality in Ontario has 
a dedicated local holiday or proclaimed day specifically recognizing "Anglophone culture." Because the 
English language and British-rooted municipal structures are the default baseline for the province's 
administration, standard civic holidays (like Victoria Day or Thanksgiving) are implicitly treated as the 
heritage days, rather than council passing a distinct local proclamation for the Anglophone community 
specifically. 
  
This is why the unified "Shared Shores" Approach is unique.  By bringing all three together under a 
synchronized local initiative, the model being championed in Cochrane addresses a major piece of 
missing puzzle in municipal governance: 
  
Equitable Balance: It eliminates the cultural friction of highlighting one group over another by explicitly 
honouring the distinct contributions of the Indigenous, Francophone, and Anglophone communities as 
equal pillars of the region's identity. 
  
By utilizing the voluntary holiday/awareness structure rather than a rigid statutory framework, it allows a 
multi-day cultural event (like Shared Shores Cultural Awareness Week) to exist without triggering 
millions of dollars in mandatory municipal overtime or shutting down the local economy. 
In short, while you can find pieces of these recognitions scattered across Ontario's 444 municipalities, 
you will not find another town that has woven all three into a single, balanced, voluntary civic holiday 
framework. It stands as a unique template for regional cultural reconciliation. 
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