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A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK / RETURNING OFFICER 

 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS AND CLERK RESPONSES 

In accordance with Clerk Procedure ME-2026-04, section 9.2, the Clerk may post 

candidate questions and responses on the municipal website to ensure fairness and 

consistency. 

 

Question No. 4 – Submitted on September 12, 2026 

Candidate Question: 

I have been fielding questions from people who are wondering where they can go to 
vote? Will there be polling stations in town along with the phone in and email voting? 
There are people that wish to get out and vote? 
 
Clerk Answer: 

The voting method for the 2026 Municipal and School Board Elections is telephone and 
internet voting. As this alternative voting method has been adopted, there will be no 
traditional polling stations. The intent is to provide electors with the flexibility to cast their 
ballot from the comfort of their home or at a time that is most convenient for them. 
 
To support this voting method, the Municipality will offer Help Centres. These centres 
should not be confused with polling stations. Help Centres are intended to assist 
electors who require support in casting their electronic ballot or who do not have access 
to a telephone, computer, or internet service. 
 
In addition to the Help Centres, the Municipality will provide a travelling SUV service for 
electors with mobility or accessibility challenges who wish to vote from their residence. 
Electors wishing to use this service may contact the Municipal Office to have their name 
added to the service list. The travelling SUV will operate on the same days as the Help 
Centres. 
 
Under the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, section 40, the Municipality is required to 
provide notice of an election, including the voting method, election dates, advance 
voting opportunities, and other relevant information. 
 
Attached is the notice that was released following the close of nominations. The notice 
was published on the Municipality's website and Facebook page, in the local 
newspaper, and posted at the Library, THEC, the Municipal Office, and the Polar Bear 
Habitat. 
 
All this information will also be included in the voter information letters that electors will 
receive a few weeks prior to the polls opening on October 16, 2026. In addition to this, 
we will be advertising for the Travelling SUV at the beginning of October. 
 
I would also encourage electors with questions regarding the election process to contact 
the Municipal Office directly, where staff will be pleased to assist. 
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Follow Up Candidate Question: 

So no polling stations? What about the residents in the Hospital and other similar 
residences in and around town? 
 
Follow Up Clerk Answer: 
 
 



 

Cassandra Child, AOMC, Dipl.M.A 
Clerk/Returning Officer 

Town of Cochrane 

 
The attached notice provides information regarding institutions with 20 or more beds 
and retirement homes. Section 45(7) of the Municipal Elections Act requires 
municipalities to provide a voting presence at these facilities, particularly on voting day. 
 
I have already coordinated dates and times with Villa Minto and Cadence staff to ensure 
election workers will be on site to assist residents with the voting process. 
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