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Ontario Municipal & School Board Elections

A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK / RETURNING OFFICER

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS AND CLERK RESPONSES

In accordance with Clerk Procedure ME-2026-04, section 9.2, the Clerk may post
candidate questions and responses on the municipal website to ensure fairness and
consistency.

Question No. 2 — Submitted on September 1, 2026
Candidate Question:

1. If potential voters, who are not currently on the list, register to vote after
September 1st, will the municipal office be updating the list regularly, including
the printing of copies? For example, if a digital copy is requested on October 1st,
will the list be updated to reflect all registered voters by that date?

2. The Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing Candidates Guide 2026
acknowledges that the Voters' List is a public document and receiving a copy,
whether physical or digital, requires only a certain written affirmation. I'm
wondering why candidates are required to complete election training in order to
receive a digital copy.

3. Inregards to the election training schedule, will this be conducted during the
evening or after regular working hours? Is the training in-person, modular based
or virtual?

Clerk Answer:

1. Voters' List Updates

Candidates who have requested a paper copy of the Voters' List will receive a list
of additions to the Voters' List in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal
Elections Act, 1996. This information will be provided by September 30, 2026, or
the next business day where September 30 falls on a holiday. In Cochrane, this
would be October 1, 2026.

Candidates who are granted access to the electronic Voters' List will be able to
view updates to the list as they occur, providing access to the most current voter
information available through the system.

2. Electronic Voters' List Training Requirement

Section 17 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 requires that copies of the Voters'
List be made available to certified candidates. While the legislation provides for
access to the Voters' List, it does not prescribe a specific format beyond this
requirement.

The Town's standard method of providing the Voters' List is through a paper
copy, which remains available to all candidates. Access to the electronic Voters'
List is an additional service that requires the use of a third-party platform. To
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ensure candidates can effectively access and navigate the system, and
understand the functionality available to them, the Clerk has implemented
mandatory training prior to granting electronic access.

Pursuant to Section 12 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, the Clerk may
establish procedures and forms that are considered necessary or desirable for
conducting the election. The training requirement has been implemented under
this authority to support the effective use of the electronic platform.

3. Training Schedule and Format

At this time, we are awaiting confirmation from Intelivote, the Town's internet and
telephone voting provider, regarding available training dates and times.

Our current understanding is that the training will be delivered virtually and
recorded for future reference. Additional details, including scheduling information,
will be provided to candidates as soon as they become available.
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