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Ontario Municipal & School Board Elections

A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK / RETURNING OFFICER

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS AND CLERK RESPONSES

In accordance with Clerk Procedure ME-2026-04, section 9.2, the Clerk may post
candidate questions and responses on the municipal website to ensure fairness and
consistency.

Question No. 1 — Submitted on August 26, 2026
Candidate Question:

Over the summer | have been handing out gift certificates for free ice-cream cones to
kids wearing their helmets, would this be a concern when campaign starts?? Like I'm
buying votes?

Clerk Answer:

Please note that | am responding to your personal email address, as election campaign-
related inquiries should not be submitted using a Town-issued councillor email account.

Based on the information you have provided, the gift certificates were distributed prior to
the commencement of the 2026 municipal election campaign period and were provided
to children wearing bicycle helmets.

The Municipal Elections Act contains provisions respecting campaign finances and
expenses. As Clerk, | cannot provide a legal opinion or determine whether a particular
activity would constitute a campaign expense or otherwise comply with the Act.

For reference, section 17 of the Municipal Elections Act provides that only individuals
who are eligible electors and at least 18 years of age may vote in a municipal election.
Based on your description, the gift certificates were distributed to children, who would
not be eligible electors.

If you require an interpretation of the legislation as it applies to your specific
circumstances, you may wish to seek independent legal advice.
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