
 

 

COMMON MISINFORMATION DURING MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

False or Misleading 
Information 

Fact 

Online voting allows 
people to vote more than 
once. Someone can vote 
online and then show up 
at a voting place to vote 
again. 

There are safeguards to make sure that 
a person can only vote once in a 
municipal election. 

Online voting enables 
large-scale fraud. 

There is no evidence that voter fraud 
happens on a large or coordinated 
scale in elections. The online voting 
system has safeguards to protect 
against voter fraud. 

Online voting enables 
coercion. 

There is no evidence that voter 
coercion happens on a large or 
coordinated scale in elections. 

Online voting results can 
be counted instantly, so 
any delays on Election 
Night means votes are 
being rigged. 

The online voting system has been 
designed with multiple technical and 
process safeguards to protect ballot 
integrity and vote secrecy before the 
counting process can begin. 

Online voting can be 
easily hacked, so the 
results can’t be trusted. 

Online voting has been used in 
Canadian elections since 2003. 
However, there has never been a 
documented or verified case of a 
threat actor successfully tampering 



 
with an online voting system and 
altering an election’s outcome. 

Online voting is 
vulnerable to foreign 
interference, so the 
results can’t be trusted. 

There has never been a documented 
or verified case of a foreign 
government or attacker successfully 
tampering with voting infrastructure 
and altering the outcome of a 
Canadian election. 

Online voting does not 
increase voter turnout. 

Independent professional research 
and direct user experience feedback 
suggest that remote voting options can 
have a positive effect on voter turnout. 
However, turnout is influenced by 
more than just voting methods. 

Canada’s federal and 
provincial elections don’t 
allow online voting, 
therefore it is not safe. 

Differences between federal, 
provincial, and municipal election 
processes are shaped by various 
legislative and operational factors. 
Practices applied in one jurisdiction 
reflect these factors rather than 
assessments of suitability elsewhere. 

The Town is getting rid of 
in-person voting entirely. 

Council selects the voting method for 
each municipal election before the 
election process begins. The use of 
one method in a particular election 
does not prevent Council from 
returning to a previous method, such 
as paper ballots, in a future election. 

 

 


