Ontario Municipal Elections

Restricted Acts Information Sheet - 2026

Relevant legislation

Section 275 of the Municipal Act, 2001 sets out when certain actions of council may become restricted in advance
of or following a municipal election.

When does a council become subject to restrictions?

The Municipal Act, 2001 (ss.275 (1)) provides that council becomes subject to restrictions on the first day that it
can be determined that the new council will have less than three quarters of the members of the outgoing
council.

This can be determined after two different dates:
*  After nomination day (August 21, 2026)

This period begins after the close of nominations if it is determined that three quarters of the current
council members cannot possibly be elected to the new council.

*  After voting day (as soon as the results are declared after October 26, 2026)

This period begins after voting day, based on the declaration of the results of the election (including any
acclamations), if the new council will include fewer than three quarters of the members of the outgoing
council, then the restrictions will apply to the outgoing council.

Note: Additional rules are set out in subsection 275(1) in cases where the total number of members on the
incoming council will be larger or smaller than the total number of members on the outgoing council.

Post-nomination day examples:

*  5-member council:
all members running for re-election to current positions — not restricted.

*  5-member council:
current head of council and 2 councillors seeking election to head of council position, 2 councillors
running for re-election to current positions — restricted because the election cannot return more than 3/5
of members to council.

*  10-member council:
current head of council and 1 councillor seeking election to head of council position, 7 members running
for re-election to current positions — not restricted because the election could return 8/10 members to
council.
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*  10-member council:
current head of council and 1 councillor seeking election to head of council position, 2 councillors running
for deputy head of council, 5 councillors running for re-election to current positions — restricted even
though 9 members are seeking election because the election cannot return more than 7/10 of members
to council.

Post-election day examples:

*  5-member council:
all running for re-election, all re-elected — not restricted.

*  5-member council:
all running for re-election, 3 members re-elected — restricted.

*  10-member council:
8 members running for re-election, all re-elected — not restricted.

*  10-member council:
8 members running for re-election, 7 members re-elected — restricted because incoming council will have
less than 3/4 of outgoing members to council.

*  10-member council:
current head of council re-elected, 1 current member elected to deputy head of council, 4 other members
re-elected to current positions — restricted because incoming council will have less than 3/4 of outgoing
members returned to council.

What actions are restricted?

Per the Municipal Act, 2001 (ss. 275 (3)) — once it has been determined that the council is subject to restrictions,
the council cannot take any action with respect to the following:

1. The appointment or removal from office of any officer of the municipality

2. The hiring or dismissal of any employee of the municipality

3. The disposal of any real or personal property of the municipality which has a value exceeding $50,000
at the time of disposal

4, Making any expenditures or incurring any other liability which exceeds $50,000

Note: Items 3 and 4 do not apply if the disposition or liability was included in the most recent budget and
adopted by council before nomination day (August 21, 2026) in the year of the election.
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Delegated authority

Nothing in section 275 (ss. 275 (6)) prevents any person or body exercising any authority of the municipality that
is delegated to the person or body prior to nomination day for the election of the new council.

Note: Section 275 does not provide authority to delegate. Delegations must be made under an authority to
delegate, such as section 23.1 of the Municipal Act, 2001. Sections 23.3 and 270(1)6 of the Municipal Act, 2001
should also be taken into consideration.

New Rules for Strong Mayors

New restricted acts rules apply to strong mayors in respect of their additional powers and duties. These rules are
set out in O. Reg. 530/22 and operate in addition to the general restricted acts framework under section 275 of
the Municipal Act, 2001.

Heads of council in designated strong mayor municipalities are restricted from:

e Appointing or removing the chief administrative officer and other municipal division heads

e Changing the organizational structure of the municipality, and

e If not already authorized in the municipality's budget, exercising their by-law power to dispose of property
valued over $50,000 or authorize expenditures or liabilities over $50,000

These restrictions apply if it can be determined that either

*  Three quarters of the outgoing members of council will not be members of the new council, subject to
exceptions,* or
e The outgoing head of council will not be the new head of council

*Note: For more details regarding restricted act rules for strong mayors, see O. Reg. 530/22 under the Municipal
Act, 2001.

Municipal Budgets

In addition to the restricted acts described in this information sheet, subsections 289 (1.1) and 290 (1.1) of the
Municipal Act, 2001 provide that a budget for a year immediately following a year in which a regular election is
held, may only be adopted in the year in which the budget applies.

For strong mayor municipalities, subsection 7 (1.1) of O. Reg. 530/22 provides that the head of council may
propose a municipal budget for the year immediately following a regular election only in the year in which the
budget applies.
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